MINUTES OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 14 JAN 10

DRAFT


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday 14 January 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Charlton Village Hall

Present:  Cllrs Wilkins (Chairman), Mrs Adkins, Baffour, Burne, Neel, Mrs Pollard, Miss Walker; M Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Cllr Sturgis of Wilts Council; no members of the public.

1.
Apologies.  Cllrs  Hynes and Mrs Cripps.
2.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.  

3.
Declarations of Interest.  None.

4.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 8 Oct 09, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.  

5.
Report on Actions.  Two actions from that meeting had not been completed:  neither Community Speedwatch nor Neighbourhood Watch had carried out the idea of taking a table at the Christmas Bazaar to publicise the schemes and to look for volunteers.  Both actions were now overtaken by events and no longer applicable.  On the contribution to the gangmowers, which had been delegated by the last meeting to the Chairman and Stephen Neel, the Chairman reported that a full and satisfactory case had been put forward and that they had agreed that the PC would offer the full £1500 contribution.  On the question of the ownership of the war memorial, the Clerk would try to research the archives.





        
        Action:  Clerk
6.
Finance.  

a.
Current State.  £4415 in credit.  Known payments to the end of the Financial Year, including the contribution to the gangmowers, would leave an end-of-year credit balance of about £1600.  
b.
Payments.  The following payments were authorised:
· £11.37 to Chairman (refreshments at the last PC meeting) (cheque no 317)
· £66 to PCC (Parish Chat contribution)(cheque no 318)

· £750 to PCC (churchyard maintenance)(cheque no 319)

· £50 to Recreation Centre (Village Hall hire for meetings)(cheque no 320)

7.
Precept 2010/11. During discussion the Chairman reminded Cllrs that we no longer needed to keep a reserve for the possibility of an election as Wilts Council had decided that it would in future cover election costs.  On taking a vote, the PC decision was that the precept for 2010/11 should remain the same as currently - £4600.











        Action:  Clerk
8. BT Phone Kiosk.  BT had offered the PC the opportunity to ‘adopt’ the phone kiosk in the village, having pointed out that no call was made from it in the last year.  This means that BT would remove the telephone equipment and the PC would buy the empty kiosk in situ for £1.  The options open to the PC were:  to turn down BT’s offer, thus keeping the phone kiosk working; to allow the telephony to be removed and to ‘adopt’ the phone kiosk for £1; or to allow BT to remove the whole phone kiosk.  The PC decided to keep the phone kiosk as a working entity, and to raise it at the APM in order to inform residents about the situation and to gauge opinion about adopting the kiosk in case in future we were unable to save the telephony.


        Action:  Clerk
9.
30 mph Warning Stickers for Wheelie Bins.  The PC had been informed about an opportunity to buy 30mph warning stickers to place on wheelie bins.  The effect of these was said to be the rarity value – permanent signs tend to be ignored through familiarity, while these would have more impact because they only appeared once a week.  Members of the PC were not enthusiastic, thinking that the signs would soon become scruffy through the action of being emptied into the lorries, and decided not to follow this up, but they also decided to raise it at the APM to get village opinion.       Action:  Clerk

10.
Wilts Council Speed Limit Review.  The Review had been circulated among all Cllrs before the meeting.  The Review had been conducted at the request of the DfT.  It recommended the lifting of the 50mph limit on the B4040 east of Charlton (and along the full length of the B4040 to Cricklade).  The PC decided to oppose this on the grounds that before the speed limit there had been a higher accident (and death) rate; also to suggest to the Review that it should consider a 50mph speed limit for the B4040 just west of Charlton (covering the Noah’s Ark junction and the bends in the hollow) on the grounds that the death/accident rate quoted in the Review appeared to be greater than that required to support a 50mph speed limit.


        Action:  Clerk
11.
MVCAP Plan 2009-13.  Cllrs had all received individual copies before the meeting.  The Chairman’s main concern was that the focus was so heavily on the views of individuals and schoolchildren that only the ‘top 3’ priorities of PCs had been recorded, not the other issues which were still important (and had been recorded).  No other significant comment.
12.
Area Board/MVCAP.  The Area Board on 20 Jan will consider the bid for the gangmowers.  The Chairman and Simon Burne would both attend.
13.
Neighbourhood Watch.  Philip Baffour updated the meeting.  He still hadn’t received any stickers that he had asked for, and he still had no volunteers for Street Coordinators.  He didn’t have an email network but distributed information via the Parish Chat.  It was agreed that this should be on the agenda of the APM. 
        Action:  Clerk
14.
Community Speedwatch.  Tony Hynes had sent a written report that had been distributed to all Cllrs before the meeting.  The situation was still disappointing.  He did not recommend that the PC should write complaining about the lack of training until we had more volunteers for fear that we should look silly if training was offered and we had no-one to send.  The PC noted that it was not going well but that it was important.  It was agreed that the subject should be on the agenda of the APM. 

        Action:  Clerk, Tony Hynes
15.
Parish Councillor Vacancy.  Stephen Neel opened this item by announcing that he wished to step down after about 10 years as a Cllr (Afternote:  it was actually just over 12 years).  The Chairman thanked him for his service.  It was then agreed that the following procedure would be followed to find a successor (in the event of there not being a request for an election):

· A notice in the Feb/Mar issue of the Parish Chat.  

        Action:  Clerk
· People would be invited to put themselves forward, or to suggest other people.

· Candidates would be invited to come informally to meet the Parish Council ahead of a meeting.
16.
Planning.  Since the last meeting the PC had considered:

· Charlton Farm – swimming pool/gymnasium/sauna building; the PC had objected on the grounds of:

· the size of the proposed building significantly increasing the footprint;

· the whole being not in keeping with the local area;

· damage to the visual amenity of the neighbouring house.
· Charlton Park House – internal alterations to Flats 2 and 3.  No comment or objection.
The Charlton Farm application had since been withdrawn.  There were no current applications.
17.
Report on Significant Correspondence Received.  There was nothing that had not been raised in th agenda..

18.
Councillors’ Observations and Items for the Next Meeting.  Marion Adkins offered her apologies for the APM and PC meeting following the APM; she would be away. It was agreed that the next meeting should consider the question of having some form of refreshments at PC meetings.  





        Action:  Clerk
19.
Next Meetings.  11 Mar (APM), 13 May (APCM), 8 Jul, 14 Oct.
The meeting closed at 9.32 pm.

Chairman
1

