MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING 21 MAY 07
DRAFT

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Monday 21 May 2007 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church
Present:  Nigel Durnford (Chairman for Items 1 and 2); Parish Cllrs Terry Mockler (Chairman from Item 3 onward), Georgina Carter, Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, Craig McCallum and David Wood; NWDC Cllr Viv Vines; M Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and about 20 members of the public.
1.
Apologies.  Nil.  Afternote: David Preston sent apologies after the meeting having missed the meeting due to flight problems.
2.
Election of Chairman.  Terry Mockler was proposed as Chairman by Craig McCallum and seconded by Catherine Grierson; he was then elected unanimously.  At this point Nigel Durnford handed over as Chairman to Terry Mockler and left the table.
3.
Election of Vice Chairman.  Catherine Grierson was proposed as Vice Chairman by Brian Dalton and seconded by Georgina Carter; she was then elected unanimously.
4.
Declarations of Acceptance of Office.  The Chairman signed his Acceptance of Office declaration.  (Other councillors had signed theirs before the meeting started.)
5.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Two points were raised by members of the public:
a.
The Annual Parish Meeting (APM) should be an opportunity for all groups in the parish to speak; to achieve this it should be advertised well in advance and contributions invited from all groups; and these notices should be distributed to all homes in the parish. The Chairman in response acknowledged this point and said that the new Council would want to widen the participation at future APMs.
b.
A complaint was made about a case of fly-tipping on Tetbury Lane, believed to be of asbestos.  Dave Wood responded that he had reported this to Wiltshire Highways (Clarence) on 29 Apr.  It was claimed that NWDC did not have the resources to collect asbestos, needing both trained handlers and a special vehicle.  The clerk was requested to write to NWDC to both clarify the situation and to expedite removal of the fly-tipped substance.









Action:  Clerk
6.
Declarations of Interest.  Nil.
7.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting held on 12 Mar 07 had been circulated in advance.  Two points of accuracy were raised:

a.
Paragraph 3a line 2 should read ‘… Hillwell access road has been defined as low priority …’.

b.
Paragraph 10 line 1 should read ‘The Annual Parish Meeting will be on 14 May 2007’.

With these amendments made, the Minutes were approved and signed.
8.
Matters Arising from the Last Meeting.  The non-availability of ‘toad warning’ signs from Wiltshire Highways was questioned.  The Chairman stated that it was open to the Parish to have these signs manufactured within the Parish if they were wanted.
9.
Adoption of Revised Code of Conduct.  A briefing note had been circulated in advance.  It was agreed:

· That Hankerton PC should formally adopt the Revised Code of Conduct;
· together with the 10 General Principles as an annex; 

· and should formally opt-in to paragraph 12(2) of the Revised Code; 

· but not to the other non-mandatory paragraphs.

This would be put into effect by the adoption of the Standards Board Model Code for Parish Councils.







Action:  Clerk
10.
Adoption of Parish Council Standing Orders.  A briefing note had been circulated in advance.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should formally adopt the Standing Orders, heavily based on the WALC model standing orders, that had been attached to the briefing note.







Action:  Clerk
11.
Adoption of a Publication Scheme.  A briefing note had been circulated in advance.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should formally adopt the Model Publication Scheme for Local Councils (Core Classes Only).

Action:  Clerk
12.
Format of Future Council Meetings.  A sub-committee of the previous Council had made certain recommendations regarding the format of future Council meetings, mainly that it should be left to the new Council to decide what they wanted.  The Clerk explained that the agenda for this meeting was a possible basis for a future format, including (as it did): an early opportunity for the public to raise any points; an early declaration of interests by Councillors; no Any Other Business since this was not recommended, but an opportunity at the end of the meeting for Councillors to raise any observations and any subjects for the agenda of the next meeting; and other standing items on the agenda such as Finance and Planning.  Councillors agreed that this was a suitable format on which to base future Council meetings. 
13.
Allocation of Portfolios.  Portfolios for the year ahead were allocated as follows:
· Footpaths and Highways – Dave Wood and Catherine Grierson.
· Planning – there would no longer be a Planning Sub-Committee, and in future planning applications would be circulated around all Councillors.

· Policy and Resources Sub-Committee – would no longer exist.

· Area 1 Committee – Chairman.

· Oaksey Airfield – it was felt there was no longer a need for a nomination.

· Patients Group – Claudine Pynn kindly agreed to continue to represent the Parish.
· MVCAP – Chairman.

· Police Committee – Brian Dalton.

· Webmaster – in his absence David Preston was nominated to be the Parish webmaster.
14.
Operating Procedures for the New Council.  In the main this item was deferred to the next meeting, and to include email etiquette, but the following points were agreed:
· The practice of putting a summary of the proceedings of a Parish Council meeting in The Grapevine was to continue.

· Minutes of meetings should be placed on the website. 

· Minutes of meetings should be posted on the Parish Council noticeboard.

· Copies of minutes of meetings should be available on request to members of the public at cost price.  

· There should never be an item on the agenda of a meeting that councillors had not had an opportunity to research or read about in advance.

Action:  Clerk
15.
Chairman’s Allowance.  It was explained that this was an amount, voted each year, for use by the Chairman to enable him to meet the expenses of his office.  The money could be used at the discretion of the Chairman.  The Chairrman stated that he did not want such an allowance, and it was agreed that there should not be a Chairman’s Allowance.
16.
Finance.

a.
Update Report.  The Clerk reported.  The current account balance was £262.42 and the deposit account balance was £2950 (having received the first half payment of the precept).  The 06/07 accounts would be on the agenda of the next meeting for clearance by the Council.  The interest rate on the deposit account (a Lloyds TSB Business Instant Access account) was questioned; the Clerk was tasked to research whether a greater rate of interest could be achieved within the limitations imposed on a public authority.
b.
Payments to be Authorised.  Outstanding payments were as follows and were authorised by the Council (they would however not be able to be paid until the new signatories had been accepted by the bank):

· Insurance premium –  £318.85 – cheque number 207.
· Geoffrey Nottage, continuing clerk expenses – £24.91 – 208.

c.
To Appoint Authorised Signatories.  It was agreed to appoint the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Clerk and Dave Wood as authorised signatories; the paperwork was completed after the meeting, but as was explained at the meeting those who did not hold Lloyds TSB accounts would need to prove their identity at Lloyds Bank Malmesbury.  It was agreed that all payments would need 2 signatures.  Afternote:  David Preston remains an existing authorised signatory having been one in the previous Council.
d.
Clerk’s Subscription to SLCC.  At the previous meeting a point had been raised that the Clerk’s subscription to the SLCC could be shared with Charlton now that the Clerk worked for both Councils.  At their meeting on 17 May Charlton Parish Council had agreed to pay 50%.  It was therefore agreed to pay the other 50%.

17.
Planning.  There had been no new planning applications since the last meeting.  There was one planning application still outstanding at NWDC – 23 Follyfield; the recent circulation of amended plans had been for information only.
18.
Report on Significant Correspondence.  
a.
‘One Council for Wiltshire’.  This was currently on distribution for a response to WALC by 30 May 07.  Cllr Viv Vines of NWDC, on being invited to speak, outlined his opposition to the proposal.  It was acknowledged that Cllr Carole Soden of WCC had put the case for the proposal at the Annual Parish Meeting the previous week.  Councillors had completed a SWOT analysis in the previous few days which showed up some advantages and some disadvantages in the proposal and which could form the basis of the response to WALC’s first 2 questions.  There remained WALC’s final question:  overall, did the Council support or oppose the proposal?  On a vote, the Council opposed the proposal.  The Clerk was to respond accordingly to WALC.

Action:  Clerk
b.
Play Strategy for Wiltshire.  An introduction to this subject had been circulated in advance.  What was needed now was to find a councillor to lead.  However the Council was clear that it did not want to try to provide any play area in Hankerton.  All that remained for the moment therefore was to complete the NWDC audit of play areas.  Afternote: this was completed at the end of the meeting by the Chairman and Clerk.
19.
Highways and Footpaths.  

a.
Wiltshire Highways had told the Clerk that they would replace the ‘Eastcourt junction fingerpost’ in late summer, and that because Hankerton had had to wait so long they would replace it in traditional wood at no extra cost to the Parish.  They had asked what had been on the previous fingerpost.  Councillors responded that the fingerpost should show Hankerton, Eastcourt and Crudwell respectively on the 3 arms.

b.
Extra cuts of the Hankerton village verges were discussed.  At this point Catherine Grierson declared an interest and took no further part in the discussions except to answer factual questions when asked to do so by the Chairman.  It was decided to go to tender for a 2nd and 3rd cut of the verges inside the village signs, at the end of Jun and in early Aug respectively.











Action:  Clerk
c.
David Jones reported that he had seen water seeping out of the road near Cloatley End Farm.  He was asked to report it to Wessex Water.

       Action:  David Jones
22.
Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Nil.
23.
Next Meetings.  The following dates were agreed:  23 Jul, 17 Sep, 19 Nov, and 21 Jan 08, all at 7.30pm in the Church – North Aisle.  A date in Mar 08 was to be agreed at a later meeting.
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
Chairman
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