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The Minutes of the Meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council held on Tuesday July 15th 2008 in Lea Village Hall.    Commencing at 19:30 hours.
98/08:   Present: Cllrs. J M Cull; (In the Chair), A W Barnes; M J Crockett; B E Gore;   N T   Maidment (19:40) and Mrs P J Mounsey (19:47).  
                 In attendance: PCSO 6014 Durry Maule.
99/08:    Apologies: Cllrs. Mrs D Woods. (Work); A P Fuller (Work).
                 Cllr Mrs C A Soden, Cllrs V Vines and T R Sturgis.  

100/08:   Declarations of Interest: None.

101/08:   Public Questions: No members of the Public present.    
102/08:   Minutes: The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday June 3rd 2008 (Folios 617/618/619/620/621), having been circulated was taken as read and signed as true and correct record.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.   
103/08:  Neighbourhood Police: PCSO D Maule, (6014) reported that there have been several incidents of thefts of Land Rovers and Quad bikes within the area.  Incidents of Fuel theft had also been reported.  PC Steve Humphries was no longer part of the Malmesbury Neighbourhood Rural Team having been assigned to other duties.   There was a brief discussion on mobile phone use and the intended action proposed by Central Government.  PCSO Maule was thanked for his attendance and withdrew from the meeting at 19:45 hours.  

104/08:  Action Points:
            73/08 35/08:  Lea Village Hall:  Agreement now completed, Now Agenda item.
Village Drain Survey:  Maps obtained from WHP will be filled in with the assistance of Mr Sparrow.   No action at this time.
44/08:  Nationwide/Portman: No progress to report from Financial Ombudsman.
      45/08:  Village Hall Electrics: Agenda item. 

105/08:  Correspondence: (* indicates circulation by e-mail).

        *WCC.     July 2008 Parish Newsletter. 

         WCC: Development Phase of Community Boards in Malmesbury. “Community Conversation    Meeting” July 16th 2008.  Malmesbury Secondary School.  7; 30 p.m.  

         NWDC: BT’s payphone removal proposals.  Covers all three Public phones in the Parish.      DEADLINE for any comments August 8th 2008 

       NWDC: 25thSeptember walk to School Day Month of Action.

*NWDC: Ringing in the Olympics in the South West. 

         NWDC: Support for Community Partnerships. 

        *Cllr Soden: Opening of Athelstan House – new care home replacing Burnham House. 

        *Cllr Soden: Boundary Commission report regarding proposal for Wiltshire Council. Full   draft details may be found on http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/draft-recommendations-new- electoral-arrangements-for-wiltshire-council 

        *Cllr Soden: Wiltshire thanks Armed Forces – Trowbridge June 27th  

  WC Community Services: Invitation to a “Community Conversation” on July 16th @     Malmesbury Secondary School.  From 6:30 p.m.

        WALC: June 2008 Newsletter: Governance and Accountability – A Practitioner’s guide;   Quality Status; Wilts Community Web Training sessions; Advice required on Tree planting Schemes; 2 day Conference for larger Councils; SW Employers Training event – Planning for Local Council Clerks – September 19th Taunton. Closing date August 8th Cost £98:00 + VAT; 
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105/08: Correspondence: (Cont’d) 
         CILCA new & updated portfolio guide; WALC – Advice Service; I&DeA Cllr’s Guide maybe accessed at http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/care/pagedo pageid=8264659
       BHCS: Estimate for external hard drive –including software and installation.  £98:54.

       M&VCAP: Minutes of Meeting on June 3rd 2008.

       Lloyds TSB Commercial:  Fees for use of Debit Card.  N/A to this Parish Council.

  WALC: July 2008 NTS Bursary Scheme ends –NALC Larger Councils Conference – Updates    to Quality Status Scheme – Allotments – Information on moving of English Local Government elections to June 4 2009 to coincide with EU elections in 2009 – Ringing in the Olympics in the SW – Boundary Commission draft recommendations for Wilts Council – Support for Vitalise – Parish Plan Info Event – Powering up Communities – Information Point Police & Council Information Service.

        Great Western Ambulance Service – 2007/08 Annual review.

                A letter had been received from The Bobby Van Trust acknowledging our recent donation.

                     Our comments to Dr Robinson, Chief Exec. WCC regarding the next Parish Council elections to be held in 2013 had been acknowledged.  The consensus from other Town & Parish council was for the same date. 
   106/08:   Planning Matters as follows:

      a)  Minutes: 

 i) The Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday June 17th 2008 (Folio 622).    Having been circulated were taken as read and signed as a true and correct record. The Chairman signed the Minutes.
        b)   Planning applications for consideration and comment:

        i) 08/00356/FUL – Bow in the Cloud, Noah’s Ark Garsdon. SN16 9NW       

Erection of Agricultural Building (Resubmission of 07/1039/FUL).  Amended plans considered. Resolved to offer no adverse comments.  Recommend that consent be granted.
        ii) 08/01619/OU: Field opposite Coles Farm, Cleverton. SN15 5BT

COU to construct Riding Arena.  Plans for COU considered and felt not to have an adverse impact on the rural amenity and character of the environment.  Recommend that Consent be granted.  
        c)  Amended Plans: 08/01398/COU: Church Hayes, Cresswell Lane, Lea. SN16 9PE
COU of pasture to garden, construction of Tennis Court, remodelling of pond and   environmental enhancements.  Comments as expressed in Minute 86/08 I) c) still relevant, additionally felt that perhaps the Tennis Court should remain in much the same position as existing. 
        d)  Consents Granted:

        i) 08/01148/FUL – Churchwood House, Crabmill Lane, Lea. SN16 9NF
  Two storey and single storey extension and erection of detached garage. Consent Granted 
30 06 2008. The proposal is considered acceptable in terms of design and materials and will preserve the character and appearance of the Conservation Area. It is considered that the proposal complies with polices HE1, C3 & H8 of the NWDC Local Plan 2011.    
107/08:   Passenger Transport:  No Report.  Cllr Woods not in attendance.

108/08:   Rights Of Way:

            i)   ROW – Parish Council Officer:  Cllr Crockett appointed. 

            ii)  Footpath 12A – The Chairman gave details of the current deadlocked situation and the correspondence which was passing and had passed between himself and NWDC Enforcement.  Members indicated that the matter was wholly unsatisfactory in their view; the Landowner had taken the law into his own hands, abused the system without proper public consultation and thus had been able to secure a driveway to the rear of his property by unofficially moving the footpath line to suit both himself and his neighbour.  It seems evident that given the reluctance of the Planning and the Rights of Way Authorities to take up the issue that the position had resulted in a wholly unsatisfactory outcome from our point of view. The Chairman read his proposed reply to the last e-mail from NWDC Enforcement to the meeting.  
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             iii)   Footpath 11. The Clerk advised that he was in contact  with the Landowner and was awaiting a response to the information supplied concerning a second gate priced at £200;00.  County had agreed to supply one gate.

              iv)  Definitive Map: The Clerk handed Cllr Crockett the latest definitive map of the Parish Rights of Way.

 109/08:  Village Hall:

            i) Electrics & other items: Cllr Gore had furnished members with an estimate in relation to perceived electrical works. The VH Committee were seeking additional estimates.   There ensued a discussion on a list of items which the VH Committee considered needed attention.    
            The need to seek grant funding was stressed as was the fact that this year would be the last year in which NWDC Area 1 Funding would be available due to the upcoming Unitary Council.
            ii) Management Agreement & Rules and Constitution:   The Chairman circulated a Management Agreement and a revision of the existing Rules & Constitution which he had also passed to the Chairman of the VH Committee.  These documents would be discussed at the next VH Committee Meeting.  It was noted that the Parish Council were the “Custodian Trustee” and that the VH Committee, as Tenants were fully responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the property and that trading would be carried out at arms length from the Parish Council.    
 110/08:   Meetings:

             a) Dev Con Meetings: No attendance, no items concerning us.

                b) Area 1 Committee: Comprehensive meeting July 16th at Malmesbury School at 18:30 for 19:30 hours. Discussion ranging over Multi-Agency Flood Group; Area Funding; Community Boards – Development Phase; M&VCAP Planning update and Parish Council Update.
             c) M&VCAP: At last Meting Cllr V Vines elected Chairman, Ms Alison Cross-Jones as vice Chairman. Due to move to Unitary Council, M&VCAP are opening their Bank Account.  Next Meeting July 29th 2008 in Malmesbury Library at 18:30 hours.  All Parish Councils and other organisations interested requested to be represented.

 111/08:  Lea Allotments: Representations had been made to Sodexo LT regarding the oversight of the May grass cutting.  Apologies received together with a credit in respect of the charge for the cut.  RESOLVED that an allowance of 25% equal to £3:00 each be made to each Tenant against their next rental payment in December 2008.  Clerk to advise all concerned by letter.  

 112/08:  Jubilee Playing Field: 
             a) Minutes: Equipment brochures had been provided to Ms Sue Bennett and Mrs Tracy Copson following the decision not to proceed with Tennis Court netting and safety surface renewal.  One pole of the cricket cage was missing.  Cllr. Crockett would carry out a further

             search.  

                  b)  Other matters:  Dogs with their owners had been seen crossing the field inspite of the notice on the gate.  One parishioner was known to have done/be doing this.  Cllr Mounsey agreed to make contact and discuss.   The Clerk had received a telephone call from another parishioner on July 15th who had seen a party of school children on the field and were observed to use the ditch as a toilet.  The party were not recognised and had left the site before car registrations could be obtained. 
113/08:   Highway Matters:
            a) Parish Steward: Village visit on July 8/9 & 10th.  Worked sheet prepared and briefing for new operative carried out.  Most, if not all work had been completed; the operative had confirmed his actions by e-mail to the Clerk.  “Road Narrows” sign at Garsdon Cross needs vegetation clearing back.  Next visit September 9/10 & 11th 2008. Any items requiring attention should be passed to the Clerk for inclusion on the work sheet.
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             b) Ditches/Storm Water Drains: Letter to Cllr Soden regarding the storm eater drains at “Sunlea” & “Wayside”.  Contact with Mr D Everett now WCC Floods contact had revealed that he had been seconded to this new temporary post. A new Area engineer was in place until Unitary Authority in place.  The Flood jobs were being prioritised inspite of assurances some two months ago that this small job would be done in 6 weeks.  9” pipes had been ordered and supplied.  Clerk to maintain pressure on WCC.

            c) C81: The Chairman had maintained contact with Mr D Weston regarding the repairs to the section between the Primary School and Garsdon Cross. There were other sections which also need remedial works, particularly the pot hole in Park Lane.  On Monday July 14th 2 


photos of the over runs verges had been taken by the Chairman and submitted to Mr Weston who agreed to pursue the matter.        

114/08:   Finance:

            a) Budget/Payment Statement: The Statement as at date of meeting had been circulated and was accepted by those present. 
b) Portman/Nationwide Merger:  Two Business Investor Accounts had been opened with the Nationwide Building Society.  The 1st for the Parish Council Reserve Fund and the 2nd for the Playing Field Funds.  The Chairman had been added as a signatory on both. 
      c) Payments between meetings: Members resolved that the following accounts which had      been paid between meetings were correct, having been checked and countersigned as required. Cheque No 000390 Sodexo LT Ground Maintenance 1st instalment £1,093:91 + VAT £191:43 = £1,285:34. Cheque No 000391 Information Commissioner £35:00.  Cheque No 000392 CANCELLED. Cheque No 000393 T H Webb Contracting – Tree felling £215:00 + VAT £ 37:63 = £252:63. Cheque No 000394 Bobby Van Trust S 137 Donation £25:00.  Cheque No 000395 BHCS – Computer external hard drive £98:54 + VAT £ 17:34 = £115:78.                                                                

VAT Reclaim submitted 01 03 2008 – 30 06 2008 £313:97. Parish Shed Rental received 1st ¼ from July 1st 2008. £125:00.  Cash available in current account as at date of meeting.    £1,755:15.
d) Account for payment: Clerk’s salary, administration and telephone expenses for the   quarter ended June 30th 2008 £747:42.  The Clerk’s book was checked, agreed and countersigned and confirmed in order for payment.  Cheque No 000396 J Parmiter £747:42. 
      e) Minute Books:  No trace of the missing minute books for the period 1945 to 1973.  RESOLVED that the County Archivist be advised of the outcome – missing presumed lost. 

      f)  Appointed Day: The notice advertising the “Appointed Day” was in place on the Notice Board.  Due to the Clerk’s holiday the books would deposited with the Chairman.

g)  Mazars – External Auditors:  The Clerk had received a phone call from Mazars seeking confirmation that we did not operate a Trust Fund. On the Annual return Section 1 was correct; Section was amended to read “N/A” and Section 4 to “Not covered”.  No other queries were discussed as all was in order. 
      115/08:  Unitary Authority: 

        a) Additional Grass Cutting: Richard Munro – Delegation to Town/Parish Councils Officer  had noted our interest in additional Grass Cutting in the Parish
        b) Quote: An approximate price had been obtained to cut the grass currently cut by NWDC for WCC and by NWDC on their own account. This consists of the front of Pembroke Green, the inside of Pembroke Green and a piece in Manor View.   8 cuts per season would cost approx £375:00 plus inflation costs.  The Clerk had attended a meeting of the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) at which Richard Munro was a guest speaker. He outlined the strategy and procedures which were being followed and put in place.   He was questioned about the very noticeable drop in cutting standards for this year over previous years as far as this Parish was concerned.  He declined to confirm that standards were being allowed to drop as a cost saving exercise and thus possibly reducing the financial contributions the Parishes would be offered for taking on any of items included in the Scheme. 
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           It would be October/December before the County would be able to enter into discussions with interested Councils.
c) Boundary Commission: Members had been circulated with an e-mail advising that the new Wiltshire Council will consist of 98 members.  For full details see web site   http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/draft-recommendations-new-electoral-arrangements-for-wiltshire-council
  116/08:  Removal of Public Phone Boxes from within the Parish.  RESOLVED to submit objections     to this proposal on the grounds of reduction of public amenity in a rural area.
  117/08:    Information Items only:
                 a) The dates of the Clerk’s and the Chairman’s holidays were noted.

                     b) There were no additional items for discussion.

  118/08:   DATE of Next Meeting:   RESOLVED that the next meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish   Council be held on Tuesday September 16th 2008, in Lea Village Hall.   Commencing at 19:30 hours.

In the absence of any further Agenda items for discussion the Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the proceedings at 20:57 hours.

Signed:                                                                                Date: 
